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The extension of the Durlet high school integrates and exploits the idea of  the exception. The 
existing courtyard building is borrowed from the Flemish neo-renaissance style and consists of 
three wings of buildings from the sixties. In this context, the customer asks for a fourth development 
wing, while the surrounding structure excludes the idea of  typological repetition.
Thus the position of the exception appears: the base is part of the overall plan of the site and seeks 
to create an outer courtyard as unobstructed as possible. Then, the building develops in height with 
3 floors staggered by 53 ° from the base. The volume frees the site visually from the classroom and 
visually from the surrounding buildings. The views are never perpendicular to the context and thus 
allow dynamic and fresh perspectives in their dialogue with the context.
The volume of the floors marks the entry by its shift, and is consistent with a logic of use that 
is found at all scales of the project. By integrating an efficient internal circulation for generous 
surfaces into classes, the training spaces of the high school are endowed with an autonomy and 
overall efficiency. Among these generous surfaces: a large, empty plateau dedicated to study, group 
work, mediation courses and the canteen. Again, the whole is articulated by external views.
In the Durlet case, the existing situation resulted from a superimposition of programs at different 
points in time.
The new intervention becomes particularly critical. He wants to have the most relevant approach 
of these typological layers to reveal the potentials of appropriation and thus to promote the new 
project, new programmatic layer.
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